In the current health care climate it is important to
be able to document the efficacy of hearing aid
provision. Further, maintenance of excellence in
clinical practice requires regular monitoring of
patient’s perceptions of products and services.

Standardized self-assessment instruments that
can measure reduction of handicap and reduction of
disability resulting from use of amplification have
come into fairly wide use for these purposes.
However, neither type of instrument addresses the
global satisfaction of the hearing aid wearer with the
amplification device. In the long run, global
satisfaction is probably the variable most closely
related to the success of a hearing aid fitting from
the patient’s point of view.

In this poster, we present the results of a series of
studies designed to develop a self-assessment
instrument for clinical measurement of hearing aid
satisfaction in elderly people. The inventory, the
Satisfaction with Amplification in Daily Life
(SADL) Scale, is composed of 15 items. It could be
used to assess the outcome of a new fitting after a
reasonable accommodation period or to assess the
efficacy of an existing fitting.

In the future, we will develop an expectation scale

based on the same set of items.
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